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HHS released a proposed notice on Benefit and Payment Parameters for 2015.  The pro-
posed rule located here also provides for a FFM user rate of 3.5% of premiums.  The pro-
posed rule also includes provisions related to additional standards on the composite rating, 
privacy and security of personally identifiable information, the annual open enrollment pe-
riod for 2015, the actuarial value calculator, patient safety standards for issuers of qualified 
health plans, the Small Business Health Options Program and other topics. Comments are 
due January 1, 2014.  

                                           ●● 
CMS released the proposed framework for a Quality Rating System that would apply report-
ing requirements for insurers offering QHP’s on the FFM.    Comments are due January 1, 
2014 and the rule is located here.   

                                          ●● 

Fede r a l  News  

HHS awarded $150 million to 236 community health centers.  The  awards are to establish full time service delivery 
sites and to help fund their Health Insurance Marketplace outreach and enrollment activities.  The press release is 
located here.        

 ●● 
CMS announced that consumers would have until December 23, to sign up  for coverage that will begin on January 
1, 2014.  They will also delay the 2015 insurance enrollment period for the ACA by a month.  The decision means 
that if you have not signed up for insurance by the end of March you would have to wait until November to enroll.  
The New York Times  article is located here.   
 

 ●● 
The IRS, DOL and HHS released the final rule on Men-
tal Health Parity.  Under the final rule, parity require-
ments will be implemented so that financial require-
ments and treatment limitations  for mental health/
substance use disorder benefits will match medical/
surgical benefits requirements and limitations.  The 
final rule is located here.      

●● 
CMS  revealed sample letters that insurance compa-
nies will be required to send to anyone seeking to re-
new health plans that were set to be cancelled.  The 
letter  warns that policies will not provide all of the 
rights and protections of the health care law.  The 
draft letter is located here. 

 
 

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/12/02/2013-28610/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-hhs-notice-of-benefit-and-payment-parameters-for-2015
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/11/19/2013-27649/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-exchanges-and-qualified-health-plans-quality-rating
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2013pres/11/20131107a.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/23/us/politics/health-laws-enrollment-period-is-extended-by-8-days.html?_r=1&
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/11/13/2013-27086/final-rules-under-the-paul-wellstone-and-pete-domenici-mental-health-parity-and-addiction-equity-act
http://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Resources/Regulations-and-Guidance/Downloads/standard-notice-bulletin-11-21-2013.pdf
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 Ac t i v i ty  I n  O the r  S t a t es   

Arkansas:   

 Health Insurance Marketplace Board convened to discuss the Level 1 Establishment Grant application it is planning 

to submit to CCIIO on November 15.  The application seeks approximately $3.5 million to support the transition 

from the current State Partnership Marketplace to a State Based Exchange.   According to the Arkansas News  if 

Arkansas is to pursue a state-based exchange, the deadline to apply is October 15, 2014.  The article is located 

here.  

  Insurance Commissioner Jay Bradford announced that Arkansas has been ranked a top health insurance exchange 

by HealthLeader-InterStudy.  The press release is located here.   

●● 

California:  The Sacramento Bee reported that Covered  California officials will not permit insurers to grant extensions 

to extend more than 1 million customers policies that will expire on 12/31/13.  The article is located here. 

●● 

Delaware:  Insurance Department will allow limited renewals on policies that were set to expire on December 31.  This 

could affect up to 12,000 Delaware policies.  The delewareonline  article is located here.   

●● 

Idaho:   

 Your Health Idaho (YHI) issued a RFP to develop a web-based tool allowing consumers to view plans and rate infor-

mation for approved health and dental plans sold on the FFM.  The press release with links to the RFP is located 

here.   

 YHI launched a new online Premium Assistance Estimator Tool that allows customers to find out if they are eligible 

for APTC’s.   The tool is located here.   

●● 

Iowa:  Insurance Division issued a second RFP to develop and execute a four month statewide Marketplace Outreach 

campaign.  The RFP is located here.   

●● 

Kentucky:  Health Benefit Exchange announced the second round of Kynector grants for navigators that  will increase 

awareness of and facilitate enrollment in the state’s Marketplace.    The Insurancenewsnet.com article is located here.   

●● 

Maryland:   

Massachusetts:  Health Connector  has called on Oracle for engineering assistance to their website.    The Boston Her-

ald article and video are located here.   

●● 

Missouri:  Department of Insurance will inform health insurers that any Missouri-compliant plans  previously set to 

expire on Dec. 31 would be allowed to continue into 2014.  The Missourinet  article is located here.   

●● 

New Hampshire:  Insurance Commissioner Roger Sevigny announced that the state’s high risk pool will remain open 

into 2014.  The press release located here,  sites technical difficulties with Healthcare.gov as one of the reasons for the 

extension.   

●● 

New York:  State of Health posted an online tool that assists consumers to locate Agents, Navigators, or certificated 

Application Counselors for assistance with the Marketplace.  The tool located here allows for searches by zip code, 

name and other information.   

●● 

http://arkansasnews.com/news/arkansas/insurance-marketplace-board-seek-35-million-grant
http://insurance.arkansas.gov/index_htm_files/pr2013-11-22.pdf
http://www.sacbee.com/2013/11/22/5935785/california-health-officials-reject.html
http://www.delawareonline.com/article/20131126/HEALTH05/311260061/Insurers-allow-more-renewal-room?nclick_check=1
http://www.yourhealthidaho.org/your-health-idaho-releases-request-for-proposal-for-insurance-plan-and-rate-browsing-tool/
http://www.yourhealthidaho.org/your-health-idaho-launches-premium-assistance-estimator-tool-on-website-for-idahoans-to-determine-eligibility-for-lower-costs-on-health-insurance-plans/
http://www.iid.state.ia.us/node/7015990
http://insurancenewsnet.com/oarticle/2013/11/02/additional-funding-awarded-for-contractors-to-help-with-health-care-coverage-%5ble-a-414755.html
http://bostonherald.com/news_opinion/local_politics/2013/11/mass_calls_in_oracle_to_help_cure_overbudget_obamacare_website
http://www.missourinet.com/2013/11/21/missouri-health-insurance-companies-to-continue-cancelled-plans/
http://www.nh.gov/insurance/media/pr/2013/documents/pr_111813.pdf
https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/agent/hx_brokerSearch
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 Ac t i v i ty  I n  O the r  S t a t es   

North Carolina:  approved rate in-

creases for the 473,000 residents 

whose plans were to be cancelled 

on Dec. 31.  The increases ranged 

from 16.4% to 23.6%  for the indi-

vidual health plans being extended 

until Dec. 31, 2014.   The increases 

are double the price inflation for 

the same plans a year ago and 

some consumers rates tripled.  The  

newsobserver.com  article is locat-

ed here.   

●● 

North Dakota:  The Grand Forks 

Herald reported that Insurance 

Commissioner Adam Hamm will 

request that health insurance com-

panies renew policies for consum-

ers  who plans have or will be can-

celled due to the ACA.  The article 

is located here.   

●● 

Nebraska:  Blue Cross Blue Shield announced that it will allow policyholders with coverage to renew their 2013 policies 

with rate hikes.  Insurance Director for Nebraska Bruce Ramge will review the proposed rate hikes as quickly as possi-

ble.  The  Lincoln Journal Star  article is located here.   

●● 

Oregon:   

 Insurance Commissioner Laura Cali allowed extensions and issued rules to insurance companies to allow consum-

ers to keep current plans with the “single year option. “  The  Statesman Journal article is located here.   

 According to the National Review Online  the target date for Cover  Oregon website is December 16.  The website 

has been plagued with problems and as a result, the exchange has hired 400 temporary workers to process paper 

applications.  Additional information and the article are located here.    

●● 

Pennsylvania:  According to the Pittsburgh Tribune Review   the state will allow insurers to reinstate or extend policies 

that would have been cancelled on Dec. 31.  The article is located here.   

●● 

Texas:  Insurance Commissioner Julia Rathgeber  issued orders to extend existing  Texas Health Insurance Pool until 

March 31.  Rathgeber stated  “there was a growing concern that pool enrollees will not be able to replace their health 

insurance coverage by January 1, 2014.”  The  American-Statesman article is located here.   

●● 

Vermont:  Governor Peter Shumlin and the Vermont Association of Hospitals and Health Systems announced a part-

nership to promote outreach and expand participation in the Vermont Health Connect.  The press release is located 

here.   

http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/11/26/3409552/blue-cross-rates-for-reinstated.html
http://www.grandforksherald.com/event/article/id/278641/
http://journalstar.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/rules-change-again-on-blue-cross-health-insurance-plans/article_69f0e83a-cccd-51ea-9283-47bbcd217b2e.html
http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20131125/UPDATE/311240072/Nine-Oregon-insurance-companies-extending-canceled-health-plans?gcheck=1&nclick_check=1
http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/364552/cover-oregon-website-wont-be-ready-until-dec-16-maybe-sterling-beard
http://triblive.com/business/headlines/5150250-74/canceled-insurance-policies#axzz2ln4dBe00
http://www.statesman.com/news/news/commissioner-extends-texas-high-risk-insurance-poo/nb2q5/
http://governor.vermont.gov/newsroom-hospitals-partner-on-vhc
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1124 Smith Street 

Room 305 

Charleston, WV  25301 

Phone: 304 - 558 - 6279 
Fax:       304 - 558 - 0138 
Email: 
deborah.mccoy@wvinsurance.gov 

West  V i r g in ia  O f f i c es  of  t he  

Ins ur anc e  Commis s i oner  

Additional information is 
available on our web site: 
www.bewv.com 

State officials are pushing back against insurers who are issuing health plans with “narrow” provider networks.   

States are discussing “any-willing-provider” laws that would force insurers to accept more participants in the 

networks.   Insurers argue that excluding certain providers allow premiums to be lower.  The Medcity New  article is 

located here.   

●● 

The Columbus Dispatch reported that  health industry leaders do not want to go back to a system that was failing,  

but many are frustrated with the chaotic implementations of the ACA.  The article is located here.   

Upcoming Calendar Meetings 

Meeting are at 1124 Smith Street  

Main Conference Room  OIC Headquarters  

December 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 Stake-

holder Meet-

ings 

11 12 13 14 

15 19 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 39 

29 30 31         

Tuesday December 10 

All Stakeholder and  Consumers Assistance Meeting                                10:00 AM 

Addi t i ona l  News  

West Virginia Insurance Commissioner Mike Riley announced that in order to avoid confusion, West Virginia would 

not adopt the “single year” re-enrollment proposal from CCIIO.   The Charleston Gazette article is located here.   

●● 

People are successfully enrolling through the federally-run website healthcare.gov  West Virginia Insurance Commis-

sioner Mike Riley told  WV MetroNews.  The article and the video are located here.   

●● 

D.H.H.R.  Secretary Karen Bowling announced that a second round of letters was sent to West Virginia families who 

may be eligible for Medicaid.  The press release is located here.   

W e s t  V i r g i n i a  S p o t l i g h t  

http://medcitynews.com/2013/11/officials-pushing-back-state-health-plans-limit-doctor-hospital-choices/
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/national_world/2013/11/24/many-players-invested-in-laws-success.html
http://www.wvgazette.com/News/201311220022
http://wvmetronews.com/2013/11/25/insurance-commissioner-health-insurance-enrollment-going-much-better-now/
http://www.wvdhhr.org/communications/news_releases/Press%20Release--Secretary%20Bowling%20Announces%20Second%20Round%20of%20Automatic%20Enrollment%20Letters%20for%20Medicaid.pdf

